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An   Interview   with   Kent   Andreasen  
 
Kent   Andreasen’s   photographs   are   included   in   the   two-person   exhibition    Not   Far   From   Here    alongside  
paintings   by   Nate   Burbeck.   This   interview   was   conducted   in   March   2020,   at   the   start   of   the   COVID-19  
Pandemic,   as   both   the   United   States   and   South   Africa   were   starting   lockdown   measures.   
 
Not   Far   From   Here    is   on   view   at   The   Olympia   Project   (87   Grand   Street,   Brooklyn)   September   25   -  
November   7,   2020.   The   gallery   is   open   by   appointment,   and   maintains   COVID-19   safety   measures.  

Sophie   Olympia   Riese:    How   did   you   become   a   photographer?   

Kent   Andreasen:    Photography   developed   from   a   family   vacation.   That   then   turned   into   something   I  
wanted   to   do   everyday.   Needless   to   say,   I   am   glad   that   I   found   it.   

SOR:    Who   are   your   greatest   influences?   

KA:    I   draw   a   lot   of   inspiration   from   being   back   home   in   South   Africa.   Cape   Town   where   I   live   is   quite  
small   and   after   a   month   or   so   of   being   back   home   I   feel   inspired   again   to   go   out   and   make   work.   

SOR:    Who   are   your   favorite   artists   (all   time)?  

KA:    This   is   always   a   very   hard   question   to   answer   because   they   often   change   as   a   result   of   your   own   way  
of   making   work.   I   seem   to   be   drawn   to   a   lot   of   American   photographers   like   Doug   Dubois,   Alec   Soth,  
Bryan   Schutmaat,   Ron   Jude   and   Gregory   Halpern.   

SOR:    Who   are   your   favorite   contemporary   artists   (if   different)?  

KA:    Kemang   Wa   Lehulere  

I   feel   like   I   want   to   mention   one   name   only.   The   reason   for   this   is   that   I   have   not   experienced   such  
emotion   viewing   work   in   a   very   long   time.   

SOR:    Whose   art   would   you   love   to   have   hanging   in   your   home?  

KA:    Williams   Kentridge,   Ian   Grose,   Johno   Mellish,   The   Chaplin   Sisters,   Zander   Blom,   Alec   Soth   and  
Bronwyn   Katz  

SOR:    What   is   the   best   piece   of   advice   you’ve   been   given   about   your   work?  

KA:    Keep   going   and   know   when   to   say   “No.”   It’s   easy   to   get   despondent   at   times   but   even   easier   to   want  
to   do   it   all.   

SOR:    Have   you   always   known   you   wanted   to   be   an   artist? Have   you   always   been   a   photographer?   What  
other   media   have   you   used?  

KA:    At   school   I   was   obsessed   with   drawing   and   painting.   I   then   found   photography   right   at   the   end   of   my  
schooling   and   that   then   grew   and   looking   back   I   was   always   going   to   be   doing   something   within   an   “art”  
context.   It’s   all   I   want   to   do   now.   

In   terms   of   other   mediums,   I   am   trying   to   dabble   a   bit   with   oil   painting   but   it's   hard   to   find   your   feet   and  
then   start   worrying   about   making   something   that   you   feel   comes   from   you.   The   last   thing   I   want   is   to  
start   obsessing   about   another   medium   and   stress   myself   out   more   (ha-ha).  
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SOR:    What   inspired   this   body   of   work,    Saying   Things   Like   a   Snake ?  

KA:    Saying   Things   Like   a   Snake    was   the   direct   reaction   to   a   long   spell   of   commercial   work.   I   had   a  
two-week   break   between   commissions   and   decided   I   wanted   to   do   a   long   road   trip   around   the   Midwest.  
No   plan,   no   routes,   nothing.   It   was   a   time   to   enjoy   making   images   for   myself   and   to   explore   a   part   of   the  
world   you   hear   so   much   about.   So   that’s   what   I   did.   The   images   are   secondary   to   the   experience   but  
have   grown   in   context   through   this   exhibition   and   the   pairing   of   Nate   Burbeck’s   work.   

SOR:    How   do   you   conceive   of   your   fine   art   work   generally?  

KA:    For   a   long   time,   I   let   the   work   just   happen   as   a   direct   result   of   the   places   I   travelled.   The   end   of   2019  
and   beginning   of   2020   has   seen   a   shift   in   how   I   approach   the   work   I   want   to   make.   I’m   currently   working  
on   a   book   about   my   memories,   failed   memories,   being   homesick   and   nostalgia.   That’s   my   main   focus  
but   I   also   have   a   few   other   projects   on   the   go   that   I   would   like   to   see   become   books   or   even   small  
shows.    

One   of   these   deals   with   displacement   of   people,   and   I’m   looking   from   the   outside   in.   It's   already   taking  
shape   and   has   shown   me   how   essential   it   is   to   have   someone   guide   you   from   the   inside.   

The   other   focuses   on   the   idea   of   isolation,   and   [centers   around]   a   town   I   have   visited   a   few   times   but  
never   really   taken   the   time   that   is   needed   to   make   a   proper   series   of   images.   I   like   the   idea   of   exploring  
places   that   have   left   their   heyday   in   the   past   and   are   trying   to   come   to   terms   with   their   new   reality.   

SOR:    When   you   were   introduced   to   Nate’s   work,   what   were   your   initial   thoughts?  

KA:    I   mean,   to   be   honest   I   was   taken   aback   at   how   similar   it   is   and   how   vastly   different   our   backgrounds  
are.   It   made   me   feel   like   I   was   one   of   the   figures   in   Nate’s   paintings   and   that   he   had   a   pulled   back  
perspective   of   the   work   I   was   making.   Like    The   Truman   Show,    but   in   a   good   way.   

SOR:    Apart   from   the   obvious   barriers,   what   have   been   some   highlights   of   working   on   this   show?  

KA:    I’ve   liked   the   challenge   of   making   sure   that   the   work   I   put   forward   flows   as   a   body   of   work   but   also  
then   complements   what   Nate   does.   Another   highlight   has   been   building   the   confidence   to   print   my   work  
at   a   larger   scale   and   it   has   really   opened   my   eyes   to   a   new   viewing   experience   to   people   who   will   come  
and   see   the   work.   

SOR:    What   message   do   you   hope   the   work   conveys   when   seen   all   together?   Individually?  

KA:    Individually   the   work   should   convey   a   sense   of   isolation   and   loneliness.   All   together,   I   hope   the   work  
touches   on   how   uncomfortably   familiar   the   world   is   becoming.  

SOR:    Do   you   consider   yourself   /   want   to   be   thought   of   as   a   South   African   artist?   How   do   you   either  
embrace   or   reject   that   label?  

KA:    I’m   extremely   proud   of   being   a   South   African   photographer   but   it's   not   important   to   me   to   be  
considered   as   one.   As   long   as   my   work   feels   honest   then   I   am   happy   to   continue   making   it.   

SOR:    What   movement   would   you   most   like   to   be   associated   with?   Does   it   exist?  

KA:    I   don’t   want   to   be   associated   with   anything   for   now.   I’m   still   trying   to   figure   out   what   work   I   want   to  
be   making.   I’m   sure   people   will   try   and   categorize   the   work   I   make   which   is   totally   fine   but   it   doesn’t  
concern   me.  
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SOR:    How   do   you   see   yourself   pushing   your   practice?   What   do   you   hope   to   create   next?   Accomplish?   

KA:    I   want   to   develop   technically   by   learning   more   about   larger   formats   as   well   as   hand   printing.   There  
needs   to   also   be   a   better   understanding   of   cohesion   in   my   work   and   as   a   result   I’m   trying   to   shoot   more  
series-based   images   that   can   become   a   book,   an   exhibition,   or   both.   The   work   is   my   main   focus   and  
what   comes   of   it   is   a   bonus   that   will   hopefully   lead   to   more.   
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