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ARTISTS

AUTUMN CASEY (b. 1987, West Palm Beach, FL ) draws on the ambiguity of personal memory and 
pop-cultural ephemera, to challenge and question her subjectivity against the world at large. Her 
practice, which moves from sculpture to collage, as well as video and performance, considers the 
history of the found object and assemblage-redeploying existing materials or moments in unexpected, 
idiosyncratic ways.

NEILL CATANGAY (b. 1993) is a Filipino interdisciplinary artist born and raised on Guam. Catangay 
artwork explores the ironic relationships between materials and personal memory to create objects. 
Along with the influences from popular culture films, these objects explore themes of colonialism, con-
sumerism, the abject and post-humanism.

BERNADETTE COLBURN is a visual artist that grew up in Baltimore, MD, and currently resides in 
Philadelphia. She is currently working on her Masters of Fine Arts at the Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts in Philadelphia. Bernadette is a multidisciplinary artist working in clay, metal, printmak-
ing, and painting. Her artwork touches on themes of nature and the environment. 

PATRICIA CONNELLY paints and creates soft sculptures. During this Covid crisis, she is confined 
with her family in Delaware and also tries to keep everyone fed, healthy and happy.

VICTORIA DAVIS is a contemporary feminist artist exploring the uncanny through work that mines 
identity, domestic space, and the body. Her work is primarily mixed-media assemblage of ceramics, 
painting, printmaking, collage, and found materials and is focused on the exploration of aesthetics, 
decay, and the passage of time.

LILY FURNISS (b. 1995. Chicago, IL) is an interdisciplinary artist whose creative practice primarily 
focuses on class, familial political history, and childhood memory. In her free time, she squacks on her 
clarinet and compulsively makes playlists she’ll never listen to.

ASHLEY GARNER (TheColorG) is a visual artist who grew up in Martinsburg, PA and currently re-
sides in Philadelphia. She received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania and is currently pursuing her Master of Fine Arts degree from the Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts in Philadelphia. Ash works in soft sculpture, site-specific installation and painting. Her 
work examines visual and physical relationships between art and architecture that exist as a meta-
phor for connections and bridges between her childhood and adulthood experiences. She uses sym-
bolic soft objects as a physical link between those experiences within a presented architecture and 
space.
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SARA HAVEKOTTE is an artist working and living in Philadelphia, she received her BFA from the 
Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore MD, and her Masters from the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Art, Philadelphia PA. Her practice focuses around textile with a special interest in weaving, quilt-
ing and natural dye. 

NAOMI MOMOH was born in Nigeria and is now based in Philadelphia. She is a sculpture artist with 
a focus on fiber art techniques and manipulations. She received an MFA at Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine arts and a BFA at Pratt Institute. She was introduced to crotchet at eight years old and was 
surrounded by bright textiles in Nigeria, which influenced her interest in fibers and fabric. 

MORGAN OSBURN creates ceremonies of disembodiment and dissection, remaking and reclaiming 
the body through assemblage and installation. Her tactile sculptural installations reflect on the inti-
mate contact exchanged between two bodies. She lives and works in Philadelphia.
 
BHOOMI PATEL is a Philadelphia-based artist, originally from India, currently pursuing her MFA from 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. Her art practise varies from painting to video art to digital 
collage to installation. She studies the psychological aspect of human emotions and relationships with 
a lens of spirituality and Indian vedic philosophy in her artworks.

JULIA WAY RIX explores spaces of interaction and reciprocity between the human and non-human 
world. Her practice includes plein air painting, outdoor installation, and experimental video. Julia is a 
fourth generation resident of the Tookany Creek (Philadelphia area) watershed.

MAURA RONCACE is a Philadelphia based artist completing her MFA at the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts. Maura’s work deals with longing and connections through painting.

CLAUDIA VALENTI (b. 1994, New Haven, CT) is a painter whose multimedia process gives material 
form to the intangible contents of the American home. Her paintings, drawings and sculptures con-
struct proximate domestic spaces; the folkloric narrative that unfolds within these walls question the 
social and psychological nature of family, memory, magic, grief, resilience, secrets, and the home as 
the genesis of identity. Valenti lives and works in Philadelphia.

TESS WEI is a Philadelphia native who is interested in lingering as an act of resistance in our fast, 
contemporary moment. Her favorite movie is Harold and Maude.
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INTRODUCTION

grounded

 (adjective)

as a way to describe... 
 1    a well-balanced, sensible person.
 2    the emergency landing of an aircraft in a moment of potential catastrophe.
 3    a physical pulverization of raw material into a finer, more precious substance, for   
        the purpose of transforming a state of matter. 
 4    GO TO YOUR ROOM. YOU’RE GROUNDED.
 5    a moment of nostalgia, when punishment determines the parameters of freedom 
        and one’s bedroom door is as powerful a boundary as a locked gate. 
 6    a stay at home order.

It’s safe to say that Mother Nature sent us all to our rooms for a time out. 

The second volume of (EM)BODY asks the students of PAFA’s graduate seminar, Artist as 
Curator, to respond to the myriad of feelings, images, memories, and experiences that being 
forcibly grounded unearths. 

What have we discovered in seven weeks of quarantine?

How can we use this time to nurture ourselves, our relationships, our community, from a place 
of rest? 

When things were simpler, being grounded could be overcome by growing up. In time out, we 
were forced to face ourselves -- what did we do wrong? Growth brought freedom, strength 
and agency, building our toolkits for pushing boundaries. 

How can boundaries be transcended or embraced under the Stay At Home order? 

What can be made, said, or felt when the key to growth is simply to remain grounded? 

The balance between too much and too little family time simmers in the anxiety of loss, fear, 
and uncertainty. As the home becomes the stage, every action is a performance. Even butter-
ing toast is transformed into a dramatic ritual act. The gravity and personal poignancy of every 
moment we have and share becomes important, empathetic, and artful.
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 “An age that has lost its gestures is, for this reason, obsessed by them. For 
human beings who have lost every sense of naturalness, each single gesture becomes 
a destiny. And the more gestures lose their ease under the action of invisible powers, 

the more life becomes indecipherable”. 
Giorgio Agamben



































Volume II is dedicated to our graduate faculty and visiting critics at PAFA, who continue to 
keep our community together with encouragement, support, and dedication as our graduate 
experience is reshaped by quarantine. Thank you for keeping us grounded.
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